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the challenges:
TB diagnosTics: Less than 7% 
of those with HIV to¬day are screened 
for TB. Further, the most common 
tools for diagnosing the disease 
routinely fail to detect infection. The 
newest TB test—known as the Xpert 
MTB/RIF—is a significant advance, but 
requires infrastructure and electricity, 
and may not be easily useable in some 
low-resource settings. 

TB drugs: First-line TB treatment 
interacts poorly with commonly used 
antiretroviral therapies. Often, pa-
tients infected with TB and HIV must 
suspend HIV treatment until their TB 
is under control. 

TB vaccines: The current TB vac-
cine, BCG, is not effective against adult 
pulmonary TB—the disease’s infec-
tious form and biggest threat to people 
with AIDS. Despite BCG’s widespread 
use, TB incidence remains high in 
areas where it is administered.

leading the pursuit  
of new tb tools 
Three global health, not-for-profit, 
product development partnerships 
are leading the effort to develop 
improved, affordable, HIV-friendly 
TB tools:

 » Aeras: dedicated to the develop-
ment of effective TB vaccines and 
biologics to prevent TB. 

 » TB Alliance: dedicated to the 
discovery and development of 
better, faster-acting, affordable, 
ARV-compatible TB drugs. 

 » The Foundation for  
Innovative New Diagnostics 
(FIND): dedicated to driv-
ing the development and early 
implementation of innovative 
diagnostic tests that have a 
high impact on patient care and 
disease control in low-resource 
settings.

impacted communities 
driving research 
Countries are essential partners in 
the global quest for new TB tools. 
Local research institutions play a 
leading role in addressing the TB and 
HIV epidemics that severely burden 
their surrounding communities and 
economies. From basic research into 
biomarkers and immunology, to lead-
ing pivotal clinical trials to determine 
safety and efficacy of new technolo-
gies, research institutions in impacted 
communities are at the forefront of 
transforming the global response to 
the TB and HIV epidemics and benefit 
millions around the world each year. 
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Tuberculosis is the number one killer of people with 

HIV, but today’s most-used TB diagnostics and drugs 

and the only available vaccine were developed long 

before the AIDS epidemic emerged. Today, one in 

four people with HIV die of TB, yet the available tools 

are inadequate to handle the tremendous treatment 

challenges and burden of TB/HIV co-infection. 

“I Just want to see that  
someday south afrIca Is tB free.”

—SATVI Research Nurse, Julia Amsterdam


